 Press Release

Announcing Spay Tennessee
A referral program to help residents locate spay/neuter services
(COOKEVILLE, TENN. – February 23, 2010)  Happy Spay Day!   We are fortunate in Tennessee to have a number of spay/neuter clinics and spay/neuter assistance programs available throughout the state.  We are excited to announce Spay Tennessee, a program of the Humane Society of Putnam County and partner with Spay USA.  The purpose is to enable residents to quickly and easily find services in their area.   You may visit our new website at spaytennessee.org or call us toll-free at 866-355-SPAY (7729).  

We all know how much Tennesseans love their pets.  We work with them, we live with them, and we play with them.  Approximately one-half of the counties in Tennessee fund animal shelters in their areas and spend huge amounts of taxpayer money on animal control and euthanasia.  In the rest of the state, it's hard for many to see all the suffering that goes on due to animal abandonment and neglect, with little to no municipal government attention.  

PetSmart Charities recently released the results of a nationwide study on attitudes towards spay and neuter and pet overpopulation.  Most people have no idea of the magnitude of the pet overpopulation crisis in the country and quite frankly, the national statistics on pet ownership do not reflect our Tennessee reality or consider how many people here get their pets as found stray animals.  The study also discovered that over 50 percent of litters are accidental.  People intended to spay or neuter their pets but were not aware of the appropriate time to do it, or had simply procrastinated.  
According to veterinarians, owned pets are best scheduled for surgery at four months of age to allow vaccines to take full effect prior to surgery.  Spaying females prior to their first heat cycle practically eliminates the likelihood of developing mammary tumors or breast cancer in their lifetime.  Cats and dogs up for adoption are best spayed or neutered prior to adoption, even as early as six weeks of age, as behavior associated with being sexually intact is the primary reason for owner relinquishment of pets at shelters nationwide.   The PetSmart survey reinforces this by also proving that less than one-half of the people who adopt intact animals ever get them spayed or neutered after adoption.  
Please sterilize your own pets and encourage your friends and neighbors to do the same.  Consider the gift of a spay/neuter for a pet you love, perhaps belonging to a friend or family member who cannot afford it.  One simple action can end the suffering and deaths of thousands of homeless pets.   

